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of iron, a fact which was for a time very perplexing,
since it is hardly possible that the vapor of this metal
could really be the prevailing constituent of the corona,
surmounting even hydrogen itself. This difficulty,
however, no longer exists, for it is now clear that the
iron-line is the lower component of the double, its close
proximity to the other being only .accidental. The
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figure gives a representation of the line and its sur-
roundings, as seen in a high-dispersion spectroscope.
The scale above the spectrum is that of Angstrom.

The hydrogen-lines also appear faintly bright in the
spectrum of the corona. It is, perhaps, not quite cer-
tain that this may not be due to reflection of the light
of the chromosphere in our own atmosphere, but, on
the whole, probably not. The atmospheric reflection
extends inward, at an eclipse, over the dark disk of the
moon, as well as outward, and if the appearance of the
hydrogen-lines were due simply to this reflection, they
should be just as strong on the moon's disk as in the
corona. This does not seem to be the case, though, in